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Welcome back... 

Sand: Almost home turf for the spectacular style of 
Justin Barcia at Southwick and the midpoint of the Lu¬ 
cas Oil AMA Motocross series. The JGR Yamaha man 
claimed his first podium finish of arguably his toughest 
professional season so far in terms of results and form. 
Everything has to start clicking soon for the 51 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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No rhyme or reason. 


Jonathan Rea pushed his plight for back-to-back World Su¬ 
perbike titles back on course with a double win at Misano and 
orm onto Laguna Seca... the Northern Irishman 
then hit a mechanical wobble with his first DNF (and podium- 
miss) in eighteen races. With nine of thirteen rounds now in the 
chronicles and with a 46 point lead (with 200 left to grasp) Rea 
faces consistent threats from teammate Tom Sykes and Ducati’s 
Chaz Davies and will now have to stew until September 

Photo by GeeBee Images 


































































































































































































































MX 


The final roost...? 

A rare summer break for MXGP and the gap is bound to 
see many of the contract discussions for 2017 enter the 
final stages and some paper shuffling to take place when 
the paddock reconvenes in the Czech Republic in two 
weeks. Will there still be a place for Ben Townley in Grand 
Prix? The former world champion was desperately unlucky 
to suffer internal injuries while testing that meant his 2016 
comeback term came to a premature end 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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360 TURBINE TECHNOLOGY: 

UP TO 30% REDUCTION OF HEAD IMPACT AT CONCUSSION LEVEL 

UP TO 40% REDUCTION OF ROTATIONAL ACCELERATION TO HEAD AND BRAIN 


LEATT ATHLETE: JOHNNY AUBERT 






SBK 



GEICO U.S. ROUND 

LAGUNA SECA - JULY 10 ■ RND 9 of 13 


Race one winner: Jonathan Rea, Kawasaki 
Race two winner: Tom Sykes, Kawasaki 
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FROM ITALY TO CALIFORNIA FOR GLOBE-TROTTING WORLDSBK 
AND WHILE THE SCENERY MIGHT CHANGE THE COLOURS TEND 
TO REMAIN THE SAME WITH KAWASAKI KEEPING EVERYONE 
'GREEN' ON THE SUPERBIKE GRID. SOME GREAT PICS AND A 
BLOG FROM GRAEME BROWN AT LAGUNA SECA DELIVERS OUR 
LATEST TAKE ON ROUND NINE OF THIRTEEN 
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Blogs by Graeme Brown 

Photos by Kawasaki/GeeBee/Ducati Corse/ 

Honda/Milagro 


SBK USA 
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BAD TIMING...? 


By Graeme Brown 

T hings just started to get interesting and 
then.tune in next time. 

Like a good soap opera where the plot has 
just been twisted on a Friday and you need to 
wait till next week to see what happens, the 
challenge to Jonathan Rea’s dominance in this 
years WorldSBK championship has just lit up 
and we now have to wait eight weeks for the 
next installment. 

The races at Laguna Seca were as much of 
a rollercoaster as the back of the circuit; up, 
down and around the Corkscrew, with rid¬ 
ers tipping off in both outings. The Ducatis 
of Davies and Giugliano looked really strong 
on Saturday but both riders pushed the eject 
button and left Rea and Sykes to duke it out 
for the win. Rea came out on top but made a 
couple of mistakes himself along the way and 
admitted that his teammate had kept him hon¬ 
est. 

On Sunday it was Rea’s turn to suffer bad luck 
with his first DNF of the season. Sykes took the 
win and is now hot on his heels in the Cham¬ 
pionship standings. JR said he wanted to race 
next weekend to right the wrong - a type of 
‘getting straight back on the horse’. I want to 
go racing to see what happens next. I just can’t 
help feeling that there will be more twists and 
turns before this year’s championship is de¬ 
cided. 


It’s a good thing to have a bit of suspense to 
hold the interest. This time last year we en¬ 
tered the break with Rea just having missed 
out securing the title and it was just a case of 
when not if. This year he has dominated to a 
degree but we now enter the last four races 
wondering if he will have another hiccup and 
open the door completely for Sykes. 

If you believe in superstitions Rea was des¬ 
tined to have some misfortune this weekend 
in any case. I was photographing Chaz Davies 
outside his pitbox on Thursday when his team 
boss, Serafino Foti, pointed out that Rea was in 
Pit Box no.17 next door. “In Italy this number 
is very unlucky” he joked. The bad luck was 
shared evenly though. 

There was a bit of discussion as to whether we 
would be back at Laguna in 2017. The new pro¬ 
moters at the track were in discussions with 
Dorna over the weekend about a renewed con¬ 
tract and the official line was that there would 
be decision in October. However, speaking to 
some of the MotoAmerica staff they seemed 
pretty confident that it would be on the calen¬ 
dar again. 

Other parts of the calendar for 17 seemed to 
be shaping up as well but will be pretty much 
the same as this year with a few exceptions. As 
I mentioned before, Sepang don’t seem keen to 
hold another race and it looks as though Esto¬ 
ril will slot in as a replacement for Jerez. 






Dorna seem to have settled on a 13 round se¬ 
ries, realizing the limits of the potential for ex¬ 
pansion. They would like to have five long haul 
races and if Sepang goes they are apparently 
in discussions with a new circuit in Argentina. 

The only rider movement that was up for 
discussion concerned Michael van der Mark. It 
would appear that the young Dutchman’s stock 
is quite high in the WorldSBK paddock and 
Honda will have a job to keep hold of him. 

Whilst most people were leaving the track 
on Sunday evening thinking only of holidays 
some were still making travel plans. A couple 
of riders and technicians were heading straight 
from Laguna to Japan for a test for the Suzuka 
8hr race at the end of the month. Both Honda 
and Yamaha have a couple of tests arranged 
for during the break so the staff would have 
a couple of weeks off whilst the freight was 
being returned before packing up their trucks 
and heading on the road again. No rest for the 
wicked they say. 

I really hope I’m not considered as part of the 
‘wicked’ collective as I am looking forward to 
a bit of a break. However, I reckon I will get a 
week or so grace before Mrs Brown brings out 
the ‘list’ and I am hard pressed into household 
chores. Maybe that is part of the reason I want 
to go racing next week as well. 
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While there are plenty of rumours that Scott 
are soon to launch a brand new goggle with an 
even bigger field of vision they are still taking 
care to replenish and reinvigorate their current 
wares and the fresh line on the Hustle eyewear 
saw several MXGP riders running the schemes 
at the recent British Grand Prix. 

Here are a few of the colourways. The Hus¬ 
tle features Scott’s distinctive facets such as 
Truview lenses (lightweight and block 100% 
of UV rays as well as passing a ‘bullet’ test 
for strength and safety), three layer foam, and 
each lens is dipped in a No Fog treatment 
process that reduces condensation and fog¬ 
ging. The lens can be swapped between clear 
or chrome versions. 

Expect more news from Scott by the end of the 
month but the Hustle is still an excellent, af¬ 
fordable and impressive looking goggle. 

www.scott-sports.com 





CONGRATULATIONS 
IO AUSTIN hUPKNfcP 
ON YOUR FIRST PODIUM 
FINISH AT SOUTH WICK 


SCOTT-SPOR TS.COM 
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SOUTHWICK NATIONAL 

SOUTHWICK, MA - JULY 9th - Rnd 7 of 12 

450MX winner: Eli Tomac, Kawasaki 
250MX winner: Cooper Webb, Yamaha 





By Steve Matthes 
Photos by Simon Cudby 


A SLIGHT CHANGE FROM THE NORM FOR THE LUCAS OIL AMA MOTOCROSS 
SERIES AND A DIP INTO THE SHALLOW SAND OF SOUTHWICK FOR ROUND 
SEVEN OF TWELVE AND THE VERY HEART OF THE INTENSE AMERICAN 
SERIES. KEN ROCZEN - NO SLOUCH IN THE SANDY CLIMES OF LOMMEL 
AND OTHER BENELUX VENUES IN HIS THREE-YEAR GRAND PRIX TENURE 
- HAD TO HAND CONTROL OF THE 450 SERIES TO A SURGING ELI TOMAC. 
STEVE MATTHES LENDS HIS THOUGHTS FROM MASSACHUSETTS 








W e just finished round seven of the Lucas 
Oil Pro Motocross Championships over 
here and it was universally welcomed by pretty 
much everyone because after three years 
without a national, Southwick 338 was back! 
The facility had been left without a race after 
the owners of the land (a local legion) and the 
leaseholders couldn’t come to an agreement 
any more and the track sat in disrepair for 
three years. A local businessman picked up 
the lease and hired a couple of local heroes in 
Keith Johnson and John Dowd to help get it 
back into shape, Utah pulled out of the series 
(much to the relief of everyone as the man¬ 
made track at a car race track didn’t suit any¬ 
one) and the sands of Southwick were back. 

Now when I say sand, don’t think about Lom- 
mel or Valkenswaad because it’s not that. A 
much harder base than those beach sand 
tracks, Southwick is still much different from 
every other track on the American circuit and 
it showed with the quality of racing, the spec¬ 
tator turn-out and it’s unique surface that it 
deserves to stay on the schedule for a long 
time. 

Well, the streak is over for RCH Suzuki’s Kenny 
Roczen. Yeah, yeah we know he had lost one 
moto when his fork malfunctioned at Glen 
Helen but he had basically not been beaten 
straight up this 450MX season. Not anymore 
as Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac 
caught and passed the 94 in both motos to 
take a 1-1 win, his first of 2016. 

Tomac, who’s been the bridesmaid all season 
since KTM’s Ryan Dungey went out with an in¬ 
jury, has been getting noticeably grumpier and 
grumpier after going 2-2 the last two races so 
this will help. He’s still a ton of points behind 
Roczen but perhaps there’s a bit of hope for 
Eli with Roczen experiencing some second half 
swoons in a few outdoor seasons. It says here 
that the 94 still has this ‘on lock’ but hey, you 
never, ever know right? 



“The track here at Southwick is unique with 
the sand and I am excited to have it back on 
the schedule,” said Tomac, who led the cham¬ 
pionship last season until a crash at the third 
round left him with season-ending injuries. 

“I came into the day with a positive mindset, 
which I think was important. It’s great to get a 
win, but we want to keep the momentum roll¬ 
ing into the remaining rounds.” 

Roczen made mention on the podium that his 
forks weren’t feeling very good (air forks tend 
to build pressure up and change as the race 
goes on) and clearly the team and he made 
some adjustments because the second moto 
saw him and Tomac never separated by more 
than a few seconds. It seems that a new rear 
tire and some fork adjustments were the key to 
Kenny’s better second moto ride. 

“We just weren’t clicking today. I felt like my 
bike wasn’t good enough for these conditions 
[in the sand] and on top of that Eli [Tomac] 
and the Kawasaki team absolutely crushed it 











Perhaps some suspension work was key 
for Tomac who admitted the key to his 
Southwick success “really came down 
to maintaining momentum and riding as 
smooth as possible through the bumps.” 
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today,” said Roczen. “I tried to put up a fight 
in the second moto; try to get a win or at least 
hang with him [Tomac], and that’s what I did 
so I’m happy with how we rebounded from the 
first [moto], 2-2 is still a good result, so I’m not 
too bummed. I’m going to keep my head up 
and keep charging next week.” 

JGR Yamaha’s Justin Barcia was third with a 
6-3. Barcia, who’s won this race before in the 
250MX class, set the fastest time and rode 
well in the first moto coming from a first turn 
crash but in the second moto he found himself 
a minute down from the top two. KTM’s Marvin 
Musquin ended up fourth overall himself going 
down in the second moto after a collision with 
Barcia that left him not too happy. 



GEICO Honda’s Justin Bogle pulled both hole- 
shots in the 450 class and led some laps of 
the opening moto before crashing his way back 
in both races. Bogle’s now pulled four straight 
holeshots and between Cole Seely (injured) 
and Trey Canard (injured) Honda’s have pulled 
eight out of the fourteen 450MX holeshots this 
summer. An odd stat for the big red machine 
after seeing so many orange and blue bikes 
winning the drag races the last few years. 


After being on the edge of not even racing the 
nationals due to a wrist injury, Star Yamaha’s 
Cooper Webb is showing that his persever¬ 
ance is paying off big time as he took his third 
straight 250MX win and widened his points 
lead at that. Webb started the season slow, 
his second moto performances suffered from 
his lack of practicing and at one point he was 
almost thirty points out of first in the points. 

The week break after round three helped a bit 
and Webb’s slowly gotten better and better as 
the weeks have gone on. Right now he’s abso¬ 
lutely on fire with, as we said, three straight 
overall wins and finishing four out of the last 
six motos as the winner. Webb’s now got a 
thirty-seven point lead with ten motos left. 

“I felt great all day and it’s awesome to win 
three in a row,” said Webb. “I knew I had my 
work cut out for me in the first moto by get¬ 
ting such a bad start, but I managed to salvage 
second behind Jeremy [Martin]. In the second 
moto I pulled the holeshot, which is important 
to get clear track in the sand.” 

Cooper’s first moto was the stuff champions 
are made of. Halfway through he was a distant 
seventh before catching fire and making it all 
the way up to the rear fender of winner Jeremy 
Martin by the end. Second moto he led start to 
finish. Watch out everyone, Webb is grabbing a 
hold of this category and looking to leave the 
250 class as a double title winner. 

As far as the two-time 250MX champion, 
Jeremy Martin, is concerned his strange sea¬ 
son continued at Southwick. The ‘good’ was 
him winning his third moto of the year the 
first time out. The ‘bad’ was a tip-over in the 
second moto while in fourth and an uninspired 
ride after that. Martin hasn’t been the same 
guy this year for whatever reason, insiders 
point to some over-training on his part being a 
culprit and that holds some water as his pat¬ 
ented late race charges just haven’t been there. 



Forkner is gaining pace, confidence and 
experience at a rapid rate. Southwick 
delivered a first podium as Pro Circuit 
teammate Arnaud Tonus also hit his full 
stride for the first time in 2016 


The rookie Austin Forkner scored his first 
ever podium finish with a third overall via 5-2 
scores and it’s strange to see a kid conquer 
The ‘Wick like that in his first time there. But 
Forkner is showing that he’s the real deal and 
next year in supercross, he’ll win races and 
challenge for the title. Outdoors though, who 
knew he was this good? 


A familiar surface to most Europeans helped 
Arnaud Tonus to his first good race of the sea¬ 
son. A late fall cost him a spot on the podium 
but his 3-8 scores were still by far the best he’s 
done since landing here last season. Oh and 
this just in, Husky’s Zach Osborne was very 
fast but his starts killed any chance for him to 
do well on the day. A familiar story for the #16 
at all but one race this year. 
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Top fives and some overdue promise 
from the mercurial Christophe Pour- 
cel; the Frenchman re-asserted some 
credentials in the 450MX class with 
his speed on the sand 
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CLASSIFICATION & AMA CHAMPIONSHIP 


450MX OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Ken Roczen, GER 

Suzuki 

3 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Yamaha 

4 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 

5 

Weston Peick, USA 

Yamaha 


450MX STANDINGS 

AFTER 7 OF 12 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

337 

2 

Eli Tomac 

290 

3 

Marvin Musquin 

201 

4 

Justin Barcia 

181 

5 

Broc Tickle 

171 


250MX OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Cooper Webb, USA 

Yamaha 

2 

Jeremy Martin, USA 

Yamaha 

3 

Austin Forkner, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Alex Martin, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Aaron Plessinger, USA 

Yamaha 


250MX STANDINGS 

AFTER 7 OF 12 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Cooper Webb 

290 

2 

Joey Savatgy 

253 

3 

Jeremy Martin 

252 

4 

Alex Martin 

232 

5 

Zach Osborne 

217 
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PULPING AT HOME.. 

By Steve Matthes 

S ome rumors, thoughts, speculations and 
musings on all things USA racing... 

-It certainly looks like Honda’s Tim Gajser is go¬ 
ing to become the new MXGP champion with his 
big lead in the points and dominant riding style. 
And like Bayle, Tortelli, Albertyn, Rattray, Roczen 
and so many more, it seems like Gajser’s dream 
is to come to America to race. In talking to him 
at Mantova for an upcoming Racer X Magazine 
feature, I definitely got the sense that the bright 
lights of the stadiums are pretty alluring to the 
Slovenian. 

What’s going to be interesting is whenever Gajs¬ 
er comes over full-time, there’s a rule here that 
states if you win the MXGP class, you are not 
eligible for the 250SX class. If I’m Honda there’s 
no way I want my prized commodity starting off 
his supercross career in the premier class. No 
matter how fast Tim is outdoors (and it’s VERY) 
we’ve seen time and time again that indoor rac¬ 
ing has a steep learning curve. If I had to guess, 

I would bet on that rule suddenly changing to 
allow one of Europe’s best to come over full¬ 
time. If it doesn’t, well, I don’t know how much 
success Gajser is going to have racing over here. 

-Silly season is in the air over here as it was 
when I was just in Mantova for the MXGP. It 
should be interesting to see what happens when 
it’s all over but for now, I thought I’d recap what 
we know to be true and what the rumors are. 


Facts: 

450 

Red Bull KTM: Ryan Dungey, Marvin Musquin 
and Trey Canard 

Monster Energy Kawasaki: Eli Tomac and Josh 
Grant 

Honda: Cole Seely and Ken Roczen 

Monster Yamaha: Cooper Webb, Chad Reed (SX 

only) 

JGR Yamaha: Justin Barcia (Phil Nicoletti as a 
fill-in rider again) 

RCH Suzuki: no one signed yet 

Yoshimura Suzuki: no one signed (may go to all 

250 team) 

BTOSports KTM: Davi Millsaps and Blake Bag¬ 
gett 

Rockstar Husqvarna: Jason Anderson and Chris- 
tophe Pourcel 

250 

Monster Energy Pro Circuit: Adam Cianciarulo, 
Joey Savatgy, Austin Forkner 
GEICO Honda: RJ Hampshire, Jordon Smith, 
Jeremy Martin, Christian Craig 
Star Yamaha: Aaron Plessinger, Mitchell Harri¬ 
son, Colt Nichols and Dylan Ferrandis 
TLD KTM: Shane Mcelrath, Jessy Nelson, Alex 
Martin 

Rockstar Husqvarna: Zach Osborne and Martin 
Davalos 
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I may have missed someone here or there but 
let’s break it down some more. 450 riders cur¬ 
rently looking for a contract include Justin 
Bogle, Broc Tickle, Weston Peick, Jake Weimer, 
Justin Brayton, Wil Hahn, Dean Wilson, Matt Bis- 
ceglia and probably 30 other guys. The “A" spots 
that are open is one at JGR Yamaha (Peick’s 
spot to lose), two spots at RCH Suzuki (I’d look 
for Tickle to stay) and maybe one at Monster 
Yamaha. And depending on what Yosh Suzuki 
decides to do, that could be two spots or none if 
they go the 250 route and let RCH run the 450 
side of things. 

GEICO Honda may put Malcolm Stewart on a 
450 under the Honda tent like they’ve done with 
Tomac and Bogle the last two years and Stew¬ 
art’s brother James, well that’s up in the air big- 
time. Stewart’s contract calls for a clause with 
an automatic renewal if he gets a top five in the 
450SX or MX points and that’s not going to hap¬ 
pen. There’s been talk of James starting his own 
team with bikes from Suzuki or Honda but that’s 
strictly a rumor. Perhaps Malcolm signs up as 
well if the GEICO Honda deal falls through. 

In the 250’s, I think Justin Hill will end up back 
at Pro Circuit after two years at KTM and Pro 
Circuit might try to keep Tyler Bowers for SX- 
only once again. GEICO and Star Yamaha will 
also probably pick up a SX-only rider as well for 
the west coast. 


- I got a word that the 2017 Motocross des 
Nations that was scheduled for Glen Helen in 
Southern California was not going to happen 
and in fact was going to be held at another 
track. That rumor seemed silly to me because 
the MXDN had already been announced as 
being at Glen Helen, the Glen Helen folks are 
friendly with Youthstream and the last two 
MXoN’s held in America have been very costly 
ventures that didn’t produce profit like the pro¬ 
moters thought. But then the provisional MXGP 
calendar was released and there was a “TBA, 
USA” for the MXDN race. Hmmmm...l did some 
snooping around on this side of the Atlantic and 
was assured by some people that would know 
the race was not going to be held on any of the 
12 tracks that currently hold an AMA national 
and with the Charlotte USGP already sched¬ 
uled it looks like YS have a choice between a 
new facility like the Charlotte one (patterned 
after the Assen MXGP) or Glen Helen. Not sure 
what’s gone sideways with Youthstream and 
Glen Helen as this MXDN had been talked about 
for two years but I can probably guess that the 
stalemate is over money. It’s always about the 
money right? The people I talk to over here say 
that both YS and Glen Helen will come to their 
senses and the MXDN will eventually be held in 
Southern California. Stay tuned... 


KINETIC MESH RACEWEAR 
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FLY 

A novel one this: Fly might look as though they 
are peddling a sculpture of a track layout but 
this is in fact a handy Boot Wash Stand. At just 
25 dollars the powder coated steel contraption 
suspends the boots upside for easy pressure 
washing, and the footwear can then be left to 
dry in the same position (that minimises water 
entry). When finished the Boot Wash stand 
then folds up for simple storage. 

This seems to be one of those things that sits 
neatly next other peripheral kit for riding and 
can slot up against the side of a van or trailer. 
Not everyone can immediately power blast 
their boots while still strapped into them and 
so the stand is a convenient measure. Ask at 
any dealer that stocks Fly goods. 

For more information have a look at: 
www.flyracing.com 
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LIJDO BOINNARD & THE RISE OF 100% 




ON THE 
PRIZE 


TAKING 100% TO THE 
TOP OF THE PILE 


By Adam Wheeler, 
Photos by Ray Archer 

WE VISITED 100%'S NEW 'SPACE' IN SAN 
DIEGO TO TALK WITH COMPANY CEO AND 
CO-FOUNDER LUDO BOINNARD ON THE 
STARTLING GROWTH OF THE GOGGLE 
SPECIALISTS TO SEGMENT LEADERS IN A 
SPELL OF JUST FOUR YEARS. IT IS ALMOST 
A CASE OF DEJA VU FOR THE FORMER ONE 
INDUSTRIES CREATORS AND OWNERS SO 
WE MADE THE TRIP TO CALIFORNIA TO TRY 
AND ASKTHE HIGHLY INTELLIGENT AND 
CHARISMATIC FRENCHMAN 'HOW?'... 



W hen we visited 100% in their modest 
office in downtown San Diego back in 
February 2012 there was an incessant 
background noise of four-legged friends bark¬ 
ing from a neighbouring kennel facility. The 
area was somewhat rough and 100% were just 
getting-going. Skip along four years, through 
rapid expansion, relocation in the city and staff 
recruitment - they are now seven times bigger 
than those humble beginnings - and the Ludo 
Boinnard-and-Marc Blanchard-owned goggle 
firm are the top dogs in their segment (we’ll 
stop the canine references here). 

A receptionist flashes us a Californian smile 
and asks if we want coffee. The new recep¬ 
tion atrium of 100%’s modern HQ (open plan, 
outdoor chill/BBQ area at the back, glass walls 
and walkways, white paint and stripped back 
decor) is a curious place to spend five min¬ 
utes as we wait for fifty year old Boinnard; a 
man with such a footprint in the motorcycle 
industry through his work and influence with 
the likes of Braking, Tag Metals, One Indus¬ 
tries and now the revival of 100% that when he 
talks, you listen. 

We’ve spoken to Boinnard’s good friend and 
long-term business partner Marc Blanchard 
before on his design output and vision, and as 
the creative force behind the duo’s work. Marc 
is as friendly and seemingly laidback as ever 
when we meet him again later but he is also a 
little stressed; Supercross is in town and that 
means a raft of 100% athletes are descend¬ 
ing on the office for a photoshoot set up in the 
warehouse towards the rear of the property. 
Ludo eventually bounds towards us and we’re 
gestured into his office that holds more than a 
few images and references to Steve McQueen, 
photos of his kids, mementos from his Rally¬ 
ing days, a book of expensive watches on his 
desk and a pair of glasses that the recently re¬ 
married, slim and exhilarant business seems a 
little self conscious about. 


I’m not sure if Ludo has had an indifferent 
experience with media before but he appears 
a little cagey about the interview process and 
would appear to be sub-editing himself as 
we chat along, constantly thinking about his 
portrayal and also the 100% brand. He is an 
acute, reflective and engaging talker; you get 
the feeling that a careless question will be 
thrown back at you with a derisory gesture 
while he tends to venture off on tangents that 
don’t quite tackle the enquiry at hand. As 
a multi millionaire and repeatedly success¬ 
ful businessman it clear you are talking with 
someone that has a wide and shrewdly ana¬ 
lytical view on the world. He also seems quite 
spiritual. Overall, quite a character, and a chal¬ 
lenge to interview. 

It swiftly becomes clear that Boinnard and 
Blanchard’s deep business ‘secrets’ will remain 
incognito today but our goal remains: to try 
and tap into how 100% has made such an im¬ 
pact and so quickly. Boinnard himself claims 
‘surprise’ at the ‘rise’. Over the course of our 
visit during the morning a few basic deduc¬ 
tions help explain their prominence. 100% 
was born and prospers thanks to a good gog¬ 
gle, good design, good presentation and most 
importantly: a good price. 

Last time we spoke, 100% was just getting 
started... 

Was that when we launched in January 2012? 

About that time. We were here for the Super¬ 
cross... 

So yeah, we’d just started! 

So give me assessment of how things have 
gone from that time and how satisfied are 
you? 

Satisfied? It is a word I don’t really like be¬ 
cause I like to look at a previous year and see 
an improvement in our lives. Are we happy? 
Yes. Satisfied? I don’t think we ever will be. 
Content? Definitely not. When you use a word 
like ‘content’ then it means ‘enough’ and every¬ 
thing is OK and we don’t need to do any more. 
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So I’d say we are ‘happy’ and the goal was to 
re-launch 100% to what the brand deserves to 
be and at the same time be something exciting 
for everybody involved. I think we are succeed¬ 
ing in that and this is what matters. The fact 
that it is successful, businesswise, and is a 
recognised brand - and one of the most excit¬ 
ing right now in motocross according to all 
the distributors and the reps everywhere - is 
great. Have we made mistakes? Yeah. Have you 
noticed them? No! That’s the secret. To make 
sure those errors are small enough that they 
are not seen and haven’t damaged the com¬ 
pany or the brand. 

Come on, a small example? Be honest... 

We made so many! We were hard on ourselves 
but it’s normal; if you don’t make mistakes 
then maybe you are not trying enough. 

What about a quantitative value of how things 
have grown? I mean we’re here in a new office 
in San Diego, more people, more products, 
more space, more resources, more aware¬ 
ness...Has it gone ‘100%’? 

Oh yeah. At the end of the fourth year - if we 
are talking gross sales, numbers and dollars 
we’re as big as what One Industries did after 
ten years. 

Really?! Was that a surprise? Especially given 
the slow growth of the economy... 

It is not what we expected but it what we 
dreamt. The dream was to do in five years 
what we had done before in ten, but we did it 
in four. The dream was there but the expecta¬ 
tion was not as drastic and we did not put as 
much pressure on ourselves. When we sold 
One Industries in 2007 the whole point was to 
take care of our families and be able to relax 
and remove that pressure from our shoulders. 
Then a lot happened and we really wanted to 
come back and do something else. I don’t like 
to use the word ‘bigger’ because it is not about 
size but be something that was closer to our 
hearts. I cannot really explain it yet but it is 
related to the brand and the brand deserves so 


much. Drew Lien [original 100% brand creator] 
had a vision back in the eighties and probably 
didn’t realise how big it could go. The sky is 
the limit for this brand and it means a lot to a 
lot of people. So our job and our mission is to 
make sure we don’t screw it up. 



In our last interview you mentioned coming 
back to work because you had to set an exam¬ 
ple to the kids about making your way in the 
world. Ultimately has 100% swallowed a lot 
more of your time than you envisaged? 
Actually no, it is really strange. I remember 
when I started Braking with the Italians I was 
putting in eighty hours a week and that was 
before I had kids. When I moved to San Diego 
and started the venture with Marc do to One 
Industries - and still had Braking for a while 
until I sold it back to the Italians - I was still 
doing fifty-five to sixty hours. Slowly over time 
we got up to fifty-five people and could scale 
that back. I was giving myself breaks with my 
family and also doing Rallies that would be 
two weeks out. It was important. Today I am 
spending less hours but I have more experi¬ 
ence and more knowledge; not mine espe¬ 
cially and specifically but through the team 
we have. Like I said we had fifty-five people 
at One Industries when we sold the business 
and we have twenty-eight here now. In terms 
of sales [numbers] we are just as big and we 
have a different business model in the way we 






work, distribute and market but the quality of 
people and the team is outstanding for knowl¬ 
edge and passion and the level of collaboration: 
everybody from marketing, design, branding, 
tradeshow, to R&D and even in operations and 
finance. Everyone in this building is passionate 
about this brand and the message we are try¬ 
ing to send. I think people [customers] love the 
brand, the look and the products we are making 
but there is more coming. To have that small 
but well-oiled operation is the biggest change. 

In 2012 there were only a few of you (five 
maybe?) so recruitment has had to be quick 
and important... 

Because of the brand, the way we look and 
the quick success of the company it means we 
have attracted a lot of people. So really it has 
been more about screening. There has been a 
lot of demand and praise from well-established 
companies to work for us. The attraction to the 
brand has been a blessing. People just want to 
join. 


Why are people so attracted to 100%? 

Well, Marc is a genius. Marc can make a five- 
people company look like one that has ten thou¬ 
sand! He has great talent and we saw it with 
One Industries and now with this. 

Is the creative side something you discuss or 
does Marc say: “hey, I’ve done this...” 

We have meetings. Marc comes up with a lot of 
stuff and we get together and talk but the ulti¬ 
mate look, the precision and the cleanliness of 
his branding and his communication is really 
‘him’ and his touch. 

I know there are a few stories about your life 
and achievements and we have touched on two 
previously in interviews with One Industries 
and the re-launch of 100% and the reasons for 
that...but what I want to know now is the tale 
of ‘how?’ How has 100% gone from that re¬ 
launch with a couple of guys with a great track 
record to where it is now? I remember also a 
few years ago you said you’d seen where other 
goggle companies where going wrong and you 
were going to exploit those mistakes... 








Oh definitely. My first job was in a motorcycle 
shop and I’ve worked in all levels of the indus¬ 
try. I’ve been a purchaser, a Rep, a sales guy, a 
racer; and doing those twelve hour day events 
over fourteen days like the Dakar means you 
get a good understanding of a product as well. 
It is like Bruce Lee says in his video: “Be wa¬ 
ter”! You cannot convince people to buy some¬ 
thing that doesn’t work. You cannot convince 
people to be behind a brand that you cannot 
be behind yourself. You have to leave room for 
imagination and personal interaction with the 
brand; Marc is really good at that. He is not 
coming up with a slogan to say: ‘Here we are, 
who we are and here it is’. He is not going to 
corner the brand. The beauty of 100% is that 
it’s so wide and people can make their own 
story or personal interpretation of it. What is 
important with a brand is that you don’t corner 
it. You don’t put it there and then expect peo¬ 
ple to come to that corner. The brand is big: 
bigger than all of us, so don’t marginalise it. 

Let it be free and let people come and join it. 


But how exactly do you do that? Is it a ‘look’ 
thing...? 

It is not just a look thing. 

Maybe presence then...? You and Marc must 
have mined the contact list to ensure 100% 
was out there quickly and in the right places... 

Of course Marc and I have experience and we 
had Bevo [Forti] join us and he has forty years 
of experience. Scott Watanabe had thirty years 
at the head of Scott in the U.S.; that’s a lot 
when you put it together and all the contacts. 
Marc and I were riding motorcycles since we 
were teenagers and he had this early pas¬ 
sion for design and Grand Prix, went to de¬ 
sign school and was working on a magazine 
before moving to JT. Some of the people we 
had at One Industries - the best ones actually 
- joined us here and brought all this experi¬ 
ence along. All the knowledge, the relation¬ 
ships worldwide, the business relationships 
all amount to something. I don’t know how to 
quantify it. It is probably more quality than 
quantity actually. 




LUDO BOINNARD & THE RISE OF 100% 


Were there a couple of key moves in the 
re-launch story of 100%? A teenager in the 
depths of Scotland might be reading this and 
then opening a pair of 100% goggles thinking 
‘how on earth did I get these in my hands?’... 
People ask me “hey, what do you think of this? 
I’m starting my own brand...” and recently 
there was a kid in Belgium, and then another 
in Italy [wanting advice]. I think the only way 
you can succeed is by not cornering your 
brand or company to being a Belgian or Italian 
company. You have to be international. Today 
with social media...well, the iPhone only came 
out in 2007! It is very recent in business times 
and it has changed the world. Today you can¬ 
not be just a local company. If you want to be a 
coffee shop then yes, you are local. If you want 
to be a brand and have products and the skills 
to succeed then you cannot rely on just your 
local market. You have to be instantly looking 
at the whole world and it’s what we did. We fed 
contacts worldwide from the One Industries 
days and before that with Braking and before 
that I was an Export Manager for American 
brands and finding distributors for them when 
the American companies had no idea about 
international business. For twenty-five years I 
built this network, so when you launch a new 
product - like we did with the goggles - are 
you just going to do it in the U.S. and wait for 
someone to call from England or Australia? Or 
do you already have a clue what you are going 
to do in those countries? You need to have a 
clue before you launch because those orders 
that you get before you ‘go’ is money already 
in the bank that helps you right-away and al¬ 
lows you to sponsor someone or have some 
synergy with the next quarter or the next six- 
month purchase and production and develop¬ 
ment of the product line. You cannot just come 
up with a brand and a design and put all your 
effort into prototyping, sampling and then just 
produce 200 goggles and wait. If you do that 
then you are dead. 


So is there one moment or one factor that 
really helped things kick off? Just thinking 
off the top of my head but maybe the alliance 
with Parts Unlimited was a big thing? 

In the U.S. Parts Unlimited was our first dis¬ 
tributor and they believed in us. It was a situ¬ 
ation of us having a new goggle and being a 
new business and an interest from them in 
having a new brand and we were the ones. 

We benefited from it but would we have suc¬ 
ceeded without them? Yes, we would have. And 
they would still be in very good business today 
without us. However the fact that we joined 
together was mutually beneficial. If you enter 
a business relationship with anybody and it 
isn’t beneficial for both companies then ‘don’t’. 
If there is no mutual respect then it will go 
nowhere. 

Is 100% growing into another behemoth like 
One Industries? Where is it going? 

It is already bigger than what One Industries 
ever was but we never know what the future 
is made of. We don’t know if the economy will 
tank, if we have a war or the oil prices tumble. 
You are at risk every day of changes beyond 
your control. If anybody thinks they are in con¬ 
trol of their lives in this world then they are liv¬ 
ing with an illusion. I could tell you that ‘we are 
going to be this-or-that’ but we have a dream 
and we are tugging along making sure that we 
give this dream all the resources it needs. If 
it gets there then great! If it doesn’t then we’ll 
look at the ‘why’. 

It is also happening at a different time in your 
life... 

A totally different time. I’m fifty. And when I 
was younger I used to look at fifty year olds 
and think ‘man, that guy is so old!’ In my head 
and my everyday actions I’m definitely not 
fifty! 
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"WE HAVE A FEW SURPRISES UP OUR 
SLEEVES BUT IN M0T0CR0SS WE HAVE 
THE GOGGLE AND THE GLOVES. IT IS A CORE 
MARKET AND PEOPLE REALLY KNOW WHAT 
THE BRAND MEANS...." 


I remember you were trying to learn about the 
Ski business with another brand. The motorcy¬ 
cle industry was obviously a passion and a first 
expertise and now you have taken 100% into 
mountain biking so how was that? 

It is funny you mention that because the Ski 
project was a failure for many reasons and the 
main one was that my life was changing so 
much personally in 2012. We just had 100% 
and I knew my one year old [ski] business was 
just going to die. I went through it and I em¬ 
braced the destruction. From the ashes I built 
something new because it was a time in my life 
when I was separating and divorcing and there 
were a lot of problems. I could also say that it 
was the worse ski year in fifty years - which was 
true - but would it have been different if we’d 
had some snow? Probably not. I was not being 
myself...but I learned a lot both on a business 
and a personal level and by meeting people in 
the mountain industry through the skis. ‘Moun¬ 
tain’ or Outdoor is totally different. In the per¬ 
formance aspect of a mountain bike there is a 
big crossover with a motorcycle. I won’t tell you 
that 50% of mountain bikers ride a dirt bike 
because it is not true...but 50% of motocrossers 
use mountain bikes for training or lifestyle. 20% 
also use road bikes. So there is a crossover and 
the downhill mountain bike world looks up to 
motocross like crazy while the motocross guys 
look up to the downhill guys. There is a mutual 
respect. Troy Lee has been successful in both 
segments for a few years and Troy is doing what 
he does very well. 

When the crisis hit in 2008 and everything 
crashed down dirt-bike sales were halved and 
everybody was struggling. A lot of businesses 
were geared up for big volumes so they had to 
implement big cuts and changes in their organi¬ 
sation to react to the situation. The aftermarket 
business also suffered but not as much because 
in motocross the core riders are still there. What 
we lost were the people on the outskirts, the 
mainstream, those that saw X-Games and want¬ 
ed to get into biking. People stopped buying 
new bikes and were rebuilding the old ones for a 
few years so some people still sold a shitload of 
chains, oil, suspension prep and so on. Hovering 


in there somewhere was mountain bike that was 
already growing and has been for the last ten 
years. It ticked ecological boxes as well. Moto¬ 
cross and off-road was noisy and smoky and the 
mainstream turned away from it and that’s sad 
because it is actually a great way to get close to 
nature, pollutes less than cars and it so quick to 
get around; it is a great lifestyle. 

You started out with goggles but the product 
catalogue has grown enormously - gloves; 
protection, apparel - although Marc said on the 
record that you guys would never do a helmet! 

Yeah, it’s a downhill helmet...but we love hel¬ 
mets! We did revolutionise quite a few things in 
terms of looks through One Industries in 2004 
with the Trooper. When one of the biggest com¬ 
panies in motocross has your helmet on a table 
during a meeting and you’ve come from being a 
graphic company to doing helmets successfully 
then it is like: ‘Yes!’. So exciting. Anyway we did 
a mountain bike helmet and we have a few sur¬ 
prises up our sleeve but in motocross we have 
the goggle and the gloves. It is a core market 
and people really know what the brand means. 

I know how much effort went into the goggles 
and development but if you are going to mul¬ 
tiply that by six for six different product areas 
then that means quite an increase... 

It is not only that. If we did a [motocross] hel¬ 
met then nobody would wear our goggle any 
more. We would only sell goggles to some of our 
helmet customers. I don’t think you would wear 
a helmet brand on your strap. That’s what Scott 
did. They diversified and somebody decided to 
start making boots, gear, helmets and their gog¬ 
gles tanked...to the point that they stopped do¬ 
ing other products in the U.S. and just focussed 
again on goggles. They were number one and 
now I think they are number three or something 
like that. You have to know what you are. 

So you are still pushing ahead and exploring 
avenues? You are not content just to be the top 
goggle seller...? 

Yes, of course, although I don’t want to tell you 
what we are doing next! But goggles and eye- 



wear are our top priority and our business. In 
One Industries we started with graphics in a 
tiny workspace and there were twenty-seven 
other companies when we came out in January 
1997 and within two years there were only five 
in the U.S. and we were number one. In 2004 
we launched our first helmet and meanwhile 
we’d grown the casualwear. When we sold the 
business in 2007 a third of the business was 
graphics and plastics together, a third was 
helmets and a third was casualwear; it was big 
and it was fun but I really care about focus¬ 
sing on every product in our business and the 
brand deserves this. Some companies do as 
many part numbers and products as they can 
and just look at the numbers. We rarely look 
at the numbers but instead the performance 
aspect of each product in each category and 
make sure we put the same effort into others. 

Boinnard is conscious of the camera flash 
popping in the corridor as Blanchard reluc¬ 
tantly poses for some portraits. 


It’s now his turn before thoughts have to turn 
to the imminent arrival of athletes like Dean 
Wilson, Marvin Musquin, Malcolm Stewart and 
the ever-growing rider roster. Euro ‘banter’, 
phones tones and the bong of email alerts 
break the general quiet and is a gentle re¬ 
minder that 100% are full-ahead in prep for 
their home event in AMA Supercross. Like the 
massive racing series itself, 100% seem on a 
hard charge to popularity and prestige. Where 
will they be in another four years? 
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Going hand-in-hand (forgive the pun) with 
our feature on 100% this issue is a look at the 
company’s Derestricted glove. We have the 
Simi version (with the reversed closure system 
on the top of the hand) but the Derestricted is 
a level up in terms of protection offered. It has 
a moulded knuckle guard and padded thumb 
overlay aids in blister reduction (nice touch) as 
well as PVC pads on the middle of each fin¬ 
ger. The Derestricted also has a goatskin cuff 
and TPR closure system for a decent fit and 
silicone printed elements across the inside of 
the fingers for potential extra stickiness on the 
levers and grips. Lastly a leather top section 
with integrated mesh is supported on the other 
side with a dual-layer palm with perforated 
Clarino...and if you need to answer a call or 
take a photo then the index finger is screen 
reactive. Overall quite a lot for your 59 dollars. 
Anywhere you can find 100% goggles or prod¬ 
ucts you can also ask and try the Derestricted. 

More info here: 

www.ridelOOpercent.com/derestricted 





THE TOIL AND THE TEAR... 

By Adam Wheeler 


Wl I Ohas been through a tough 

IYIV\^3 n month for injury. Romain 
Febvre’s accident and concussion at the British 
Grand Prix effectively ended a tight and interest¬ 
ing tussle for the premier class title. Tony Cai- 
roli pinged his wrist at the same event; another 
bump in the road trying to reach peak fitness 
and form. Jeffrey Herlings allegedly snapped 
his collarbone while contesting the final round 
of the Dutch Championship last weekend in a 
scare that must feel all-too familiar after the last 
two years and with the MX2 crown in touching 
distance (the KTM man has apparently been 
operated on and could miss the Czech Grand 
Prix at worse...but does boast a three round 
points lead). Then there was Ben Townley’s test¬ 
ing tumble after the last Grand Prix in Italy that 
could well send the utterly luckless Kiwi back 
into retirement. 

It is Townley’s misfortune coupled with the 
speed and agility of both Tim Gajser and Feb- 
vre this year that has shown just how much of 
a knife-edge these athletes exist on a weekly 
basis. I’ve referred to top-flight motocross 
before as a form of Russian roulette; eventually 
it will ‘get you’. There is little ‘if about it. Even 
a Grand Prix ‘survivor’ like Shaun Simpson - a 
rider who has not missed a race since 2009 and 
a serious leg break - has had a rotten term in 
2016 with illness, a sickening collision in Mexico 
and then a broken right hand that caused him 
to effectively sit out three rounds. Deep down 
I’m sure that most motocrossers recognise this 
impending eventuality and perhaps they live in 
denial more than any other motorsport athlete. 
For sure a driver knows he will shunt and a road 
racer will highside but a rider at the peak of 
motocross or supercross must have to forcefully 
forget the amount of weekly scares or near- 


misses and ignore the ticking clock that bangs 
out somewhere close for that inevitable trip to a 
doctor. 

People in the paddock - and I cite team manag¬ 
ers, mechanics and other riders - who claimed 
in whispers during 2015 that Febvre was due his 
‘turn’ imminently for the way that he attacked 
the premier class in his first season finally saw 
some recompense in their words. The irony for 
Romain was that the clash with Townley at Mat- 
terley Basin and forward-facing fall was hardly 
his fault. FHis detractors might say that such 
rabid eagerness for positions in a Qualification 
Pleat was unwise but Febvre was riding the same 
way that he does every time he exits the pad- 
dock on the factory Yamaha. I doubt any change 
will happen but the Febvre incident could give 
food for thought for Youthstream and the FIM. 
The presence of eighteen extra races because of 
the qualification heat format increases the risk 
factor considerably for MXGP across the sea¬ 
son. Due to the mishap in the UK the promoters 
have lost a potentially tasty championship bat¬ 
tle between the reigning number one and Tim 
Gajser. There have been more noises recently 
for a shake-up in the Grand Prix timetable with 
a (now commonplace) burgeoning European 
schedule on Saturday and full (and sole) GP 
programme on Sunday. I’ve banged this drum 
before but fans would get a full whack of action 
on Saturday and a chance to see, talk and inter¬ 
act with their GP heroes through the chance for 
promo events at the track and then on Sunday 
watch them qualify in the morning and battle in 
the afternoon. 



Just to prove that injury haunts riders every¬ 
where Herlings was hurt on a 450 and on na¬ 
tional duty (mentally this must have some effect 
and the twenty-one year old must be question¬ 
ing his extra curricular activities) and Townley 
while trying to further hone the factory Suzuki in 
tests. I feel terribly sorry for the New Zealander. 
Apart from the first two rounds of the season 
the former champ hasn’t really been able to 
have a fair crack at a valid Grand Prix come¬ 
back. Watching his smooth style and undoubted 
work ethic and application I have little doubt 
that a healthy and tranquil BT would have trou¬ 
bled the leading sect at the peak of MXGP but 
we only ever really saw flashes of what could 
have been. There was no fighting back against 
illness just before round three but his crashes in 
practice/testing might have been signs of rusti¬ 
ness of a full-on calendar of riding at the inten¬ 
sity needed to be competitive in Grand Prix and 
get a factory bike fully on-point. 

“There have been more 
noises recently for a 
shake-up in the Grand 
Prix timetable...’ 

Depressingly I think Ben’s experiences in 2016 
- that deserve nothing but respect and for the 
way his wife, Lucy, kids and parents Grant and 
Vicki backed his desire to prove something to 
himself - will see him withdraw again from the 
sport. Townley is one of the more thoughtful and 
articulate observers and participants in moto- 
cross and his views are always a pleasure to 
hear. There is rarely a dull conversation with BT, 


and he is one of the few who can genuinely sur¬ 
prise you. I recall waiting for a talk and a quote 
at the Grand Prix of Lombardia at Mantova a few 
weeks ago, perhaps his last World Champion¬ 
ship appearance. He was dejected after a tough 
qualification heat in which he recovered from a 
first turn crash to twelfth. The debrief was not 
yet done. His eldest son Levi was by his side in 
the Suzuki awning and Ben, shirtless and cov¬ 
ered in Mantova sand, gave him a close hug and 
kiss in an odd - but moving - moment of inti¬ 
macy in the team environment. It seemed that 
he was looking for solace. The gesture reflecting 
the struggle of a hard five months where MXGP 
just wouldn’t give Townley a window to exercise 
some inner personal need to make a statement. 
His scene-stealing cameo at the 2015 Motocross 
of Nations was ultimately a slither of a carrot 
on the string for career rejuvenation but the line 
was frustratingly too long to even provide the 
Kiwi with a nibble this season. 

The current results sheet might not suggest 
so but I think Grand Prix will be a slightly less 
interesting without Ben around. He cannot think 
‘what if..?’ because he has already achieved so 
much as a Pro racer but there was more to be 
said in his career. Whether his racing continues 
in New Zealand or he shocks again at the Na¬ 
tions I hope his final word is not lost in a mire 
of pain, angst and stoicism...after all there is 
already enough in this sport. 
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CIRCUIT FROM AN OVERGROWN SCRUB HOME TO WILD BOARS TO ARGUABLY ONE 
OF EUROPE'S PREMIER MOTOCROSS VENUES THAT IS ALSO A MOUNTAIN BIKE AND ELECTRIC 


MOTORCYCLE PLAYGROUND. AFTER THREE EDITIONS OF MXGP GRAND PRIX IN THE LAST 


FEW YEARS AND A SERIES OF CONSTANT TWEAKS AND REVISIONS THE TWO MX-OBSESSED 


& PALS ARE PREPPING FOR THE 2016 MOTOCROSS OF NATIONS ON SEPTEMBER 24TH-25TH 



THAT WILL CELEBRATE THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE '86 CLASSIC WON BY TEAM 
USA. MAGGIORA WILL BE THE CENTRE OF THE WORLDWIDE MOTOCROSS COMMUNITY FOR 
ONE WEEKEND AND WE CAUGHT UP WITH SCHNEIDER AT THE GRAND PRIX OF LOMBARDIA A 





aolo Schneider is in his early-thirties; 
that’s a hell of an age to have the power, 
means, knowledge and guile to resurrect 
one of the most famous off-road racing circuits 
in Europe. Paolo looks like he could still line¬ 
up in the EMX250 European Championship but 
- together with business partner and friend 
Stefano Avandero - they are now familiar faces 
in the Grand Prix paddock for their entrepre¬ 
neurial endeavours and success with Maggiora 
(now Maggiora Park). 

Sitting down with Schneider, an economics 
graduate from the University of Milan, prompts 
an interesting conversation where the Ital¬ 
ian’s smile-inducing enthusiasm for motocross 
shines through. The description of how Mag¬ 
giora was rescued from desolation at the turn 
of the century to become the principal Italian 
home for MXGP for the last three years and 
now prepped to host a fence-busting thirtieth 
anniversary of the ’86 Motocross of Nations 
is a fascinating tale; particularly in a day and 
age where venues face widespread closure or 
opposition to their use for a number of envi¬ 
ronmental reasons. 

Maggiora Park (around 40 minutes north of 
Milan Malpensa airport) is now a vibrant fa¬ 
cility that caters for mountain bike, downhill, 
slopestyle, dirt jumping and freeride. Airbags, 
pump tracks (indoor as well) can also be 
found as well as the KTM E-Cross Centre; the 
first electric bike park in Italy. At the foot of 
the motocross track is ‘Boxtown’; 21 stacked 
containers designed in a way to house a shop, 
service centre, solar charging base, museum, 
and hospitality space. 

At the top of the vast Maggiora hill (almost im¬ 
possible to walk up) is the Ristorante Balmone 
complete with refurbished bar and outdoor 
swimming pool; arguably the best view of the 
racing course and surrounding valley area. It 
is a well-supported, thought-out and branded 
enterprise that is about so much more than 
just top-level motocross. 


Only days before Schneider and Avandero 
would present the 70th Motocross of Nations 
in Milan we grabbed thirty minutes of Paolo’s 
time at Mantova and the Grand Prix of Lom¬ 
bardia to delve into the Maggiora story. 



OK, so after three MXGP events the Nations 
is a now matter of months and weeks away. 
What’s the latest with Maggiora? 

We are working on the new track now. We have 
a new layout on the back of the site which 
makes the lap fifteen seconds longer. This was 
a priority for us because a one minute and 
forty second lap was not so good. We wanted 
to get closer to two minutes. We have tried to 
modernise and give more solutions for racing 
lines as Maggiora was tight and known for be¬ 
ing a bit one-line. So there has been an effort 
to get wider and give more possibilities for 
passing. Now we are pushing ahead with the 
organisation, that is similar in some ways to 










MXGP but in other ways it is more than dou¬ 
ble! It is more complicated with logistics but 
after three years experience with the Grand 
Prix we know what to do. The big difference to 
before - as Maggiora is a compact place and it 
will be more crowded for sure as we have seen 
the pre-sales and interest in the event - is that 
we’ll have a dedicated entry for paddock per¬ 
sonnel, like there was in France [Ernee and the 
2015 event], and another for VIPs and the pub¬ 
lic. It is a good solution for access. We have 
bought more land to enlarge the track area and 
make more room for spectators. Maggiora has 
changed from what people remember last year. 

You evidently have strong roots in the sport... 

Motocross is a big passion for me and my 
business partner Stefano. I was racing many 
years in the Italian and European Champion¬ 
ship but never as a professional...so organis¬ 
ing a big event like the Motocross of Nations 
is a big dream. We looked at Maggiora in the 
beginning as a place to make large events be¬ 
cause when we went there it gave us a feel that 
we were somewhere special. To come from the 
small local village and into this big space full 
of public...it was something we believed peo¬ 
ple would want to see and be a part of. If you 
want to organise events then you need good 
attendances and Maggiora was a legendary 
site. 


But was there a problem before? I remember 
a lot of scepticism about rumours of Grand 
Prix going back to Maggiora around the starts 
of the decade and the circuit was largely 
abandoned... 

It shut down in 2000 after the 1999 250cc 
GP because there was a big problem with the 
land that was not owned by the organiser. It 
was closed for ten years. Our idea was a bit 
like a dream and so Stefano and I then chased 
it and approached the local administration, 
explaining that we’d like to stage this event... 
it is difficult in Italy with the local politics and 
institutions. We managed to buy all the land- 
That must have been tricky to do... 

It was very difficult because the land was 
owned by thirty different people! I went to 
every one of them and said ‘hey, we want to 
do this...’. It took me a whole year to buy the 
land. Then talking with Giuseppe [Luongo, 
Youthstream President] was easy because he 
knows what Maggiora is all about and what 
it means. He was enthusiastic and said if we 
could fix the situation around the track then 
[Youthstream] was ‘in’. To have Maggiora back 
on the GP calendar was a good thing and in 
terms of location it is quite central and it is 
close to Switzerland and France. Youthstream 
supported us with passion. So it was difficult... 
but now after three years we are happy with 
what we have done. 





I know that Steve Dixon had to learn a lot 
about event planning to create and run Mat- 
terley Basin and the British Grand Prix; was it 
also a big education for you? Learning how to 
deal with politicians also? 

Yeah! They have a big role in Italy. There is a 
commission of many people like police and 
other bodies that need to be consulted to get 
final permission for the event. You need to 
study all the documents and planning with 
them. It is a big job...but after three years we 
know which directions we need to take. 

Was it just you and Stefano or did you have a 
small team? 

The main work of launching the project of 
bringing back the events was really just Ste¬ 
fano and I. We had some engineers and spe¬ 
cialists come onboard for the technical things 
but it was something we managed together. 

We know the work that has been put in but it 
also means we know every detail that is behind 
Maggiora. 


Aside from Maggiora and the motocross 
what’s your profession? 

I was working in clothing and fashion but my 
passion has always been motocross and I ran 
another track that organised some Italian races 
and in the past - back in the 80s I think - had 
a world championship event. Maggiora is 
forty-five minutes from my house, so not far, I 
graduated in Milan in economics and Stefano 
worked in design in London. We had different 
ideas for our careers and I would say our work 
at Maggiora is only at 85% right now. Together 
with the events we also launched the Maggiora 
Park project. It is a big venue that fits both 
motocross and space for bicycles and E-bikes. 
There is also the restaurant. It is more than 
just a motocross track. It is an environment for 
action sports. 

Having your own track previously you must 
have gained some experience in creating 
events... 

Yes, a little, but for MXGP it was completely 
different. For the first time Youthstream and in 
particular Director Nikos Gounaris were really 
good to us with their visits, advice and solu¬ 
tions. Of course for our first Grand Prix we 
were not that well prepared but that first event 
was also amazing and very emotional. Maybe 
there was some disorganisation! But this was 
part of the process and to learn to do things 
better. 

Going back again...when you visited Maggiora 
and make the decision to pursue the project 
how did you find the site? 

Haha! Maggiora was grass and a big bush 
basically. There were wild boars around and 
people went hunting there! I used to race there 
in '99 when I was fifteen years old in the Ital¬ 
ian Championship and as a young kid it was 
always a dream to race at Maggiora. So to see 
it like that was very sad. So that pushed us to 
try. 



Last year the weather at Maggiora for the 
Grand Prix was not kind! That must have been 
a heavy weekend for you... 

It was a heavy weekend! We learned many 
things and the most important was to handle 
some situations in extreme circumstances. We 
had the storms in the morning but the actual 
racing day was good and we had more visitors 
than the previous year! It [the 2015 GP] was 
not that bad for interest and people but it was 
bad for organisation and handling the weather. 
The climate is the biggest factor that can 
change an event so you have to be prepared 
for sudden change. Maggiora is not unique 
for having a problem if there is a storm. If you 
go to Misano then you have grassy parking... 
if there had been rain at Ernee for the Nations 
last year then [problems] also. In England the 
same. We are in a motocross setting. If you go 
to supercross then you have the facilities of a 
stadium and it is a different thing but if you 
go to much bigger spaces then it is difficult. I 
would love to make everything asphalt around 
Maggiora but I cannot because of the natural 
environment and so many places are like that. 
So weather is something you have to cope 
with. 

How big does the team grow for the Grand 
Prix? 

We have different levels. The managing team is 
around thirty people. From MXGP to the Mo¬ 
tocross of Nations the change is in the people 
involved around the paddock, logistics, cater¬ 
ing, commercial - which is around 5-600 - and 
that number almost doubles. It’s impressive; in 
a good way because the community and town 
of Maggiora is place of around 2000 people 
and more than 500 will work with us at the 
event. We have a good relationship with them 
and it is great to involve the community and 
local people into the project. For the Nations 
we need even more and the good thing is that 
people want to be a part of it and they are 
volunteers and just want to be there. So I man¬ 
age the team of thirty and then together with 
Youthstream. 


How many events now per year for Maggiora 
generally? 

Motocross-wise we have to be careful about 
the noise. We have been allowed to have more 
events now compared to the past and the lo¬ 
cal administration has been great with that. 

We are up to twenty days now so it means 4-5 
meetings a year and then we will have occa¬ 
sions like HRC coming for a photoshoot or 
KTM will make a press launch. We did a very 
nice event a few weeks ago with Jeff Emig and 
Jamie Dobb running their race school. I hope 
we can have Ricky Carmichael doing it next 
year. Maggiora has a big history so we work on 
dedicated and select events. 

When I think of the ‘new’ Maggiora then many 
moments come to mind: Tonkov throwing his 
bike across the finish to try and take third 
place in the first edition, the Cairoli-Paulin 
duel, Febvre’s comeback with the bent han¬ 
dlebars last year. There are also some other 
incidents like Joel Roelants’ unfortunate crash 
[the Belgian suffered a career-ending fall in 
2014]. You must have digested some intense 
experiences so far... 

Yes...racing brings many emotions and that 
first meeting with Cairoli and Paulin was in¬ 
tense. Roelants’ crash was the worst thing 
that has happened at Maggiora and I’m really 
sad about it. These things can happen in this 
sport and you cannot avoid accidents. Last 
year things could have been much worse for 
Romain. I remember him riding with those 
bars, no brakes and still doing a double jump 
around the far side of the circuit and I thought 
‘wow’; he was really on another level last year. 
He was very lucky but he was also very good. 

I cannot wait for the Nations now and I’m sure 
that Team USA will want that trophy back at 
our event but the French are so strong. I think 
we will see some good racing and good times. 



RECOVERING MAGGIORA 



Who were your heroes? 

Oh! There were many but for sure Jeff Emig 
was one of them. Jeremy McGrath also and 
Jean-Michel Bayle. Bailey, O’Mara and Ricky 
Johnson because I grew up watching the 
Anaheim supercross videos from ’86. Alex 
Puzar also because he was so wild. My first 
memories of a motocross event was the 1990 
Maggiora world championship where Puzar 
was three seconds faster than the next rider. I 
have to say Damon Bradshaw as well for that 
aggressive style, the clothes and everything. 
Hearing the stories and spending time with the 
idols means we are very lucky! 

So can you imagine the emotion on Sunday 
morning at the Nations? After seeing Mag¬ 
giora as a bush and then potentially full to the 
rafters with that Nations atmosphere... 

It will be so emotional. As I said we are pas¬ 
sionate guys and we know the sport very well. I 
think it will be a special moment and together 
with the fact we are the owners of the site and 
enjoying what is always a unique event will be 
pretty good. We also have another Nations in 
2021! We have a long-term contract so there 
will be many more races. It will be emotional 
this year but we are looking ahead and hoping 
to do better every time. 

So you must be busy now. Not much time for 
holidays...! imagine that will come after... 

Ha! Yes...but one week after the Nations we 
will have a Red Bull amateur race that is the 
biggest amateur event in Italy - more than 400 
people racing - it’s great...although this was 
the only date available. So we will clean out 
the place and set up immediately for the next 
one. The best thing is that the fans and riders 
will race the same layout as the champions the 
week before. It won’t be easy but it should be 
special. Then vacation! When you work in your 
passion it is a different feeling than say anoth¬ 
er job...so no problem to wait. 


www.maggiorapark.com 
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ANSWER 

In a busy couple of weeks for new riding attire 
launches Answer were boldly showing their 
2017 lines at Matterley Basin for the British 
MXGP. Investment in the riding pant - probably 
in truth the one garment that can still readily 
benefit from studies into the build, materials, 
fit and durability due to the abuse and use 
and proximity to engine heat and effects - was 
prominent and Monster Energy DRT Kawasaki 
rider Tommy Searle was already enthusing to 
the Americans about the revised product that 
is available shortly. 

We previewed some of the Alpha ranges in the 
last OTOR and here are a couple of the full 
run-downs. The priority being placed on ultra 
light weight, ventilation and first-rate construc¬ 
tion. We asked Brand Manager Randy Valade 
for some insight as to why the ‘17 Answer gear 
demands attention. “The biggest development 
change for 2017 is the redesign of all the pants 
across the board,” the former racer says. “We 
have a new block that each level is based from 
but include different features throughout. As 
far as what piece will capture the consumers 
attention; I can’t pinpoint one item but I would 
say the variety of colors we have across the 
board.” 

“We always strive to produce new color com¬ 
binations that catch the consumer’s eye,” he 
continues in reference to aesthetics. “Colors 
that really stand out on and off the track. Each 
year the design team looks at what is hap¬ 
pening in the fashion world whether it is new 
colors, new patterns, etc. and they transform it 
into their own.” 


Syncron Air Navy/Acid 


The Alpha gear sits at the top of the range. Our 
pick is the grey/white/navy scheme shown on 
the left. “Our new Alpha line was redesigned 
from the ground up,” adds Valade. “We have 
a completely redesigned pant and jersey that 
uses high-end fabrics, premium leather, 3 
points of waist adjustment and still remains 
very light. The jersey has multiple panels to 
include ventilation, moisture wicking fabrics 
and also features a silicone logo on the tail to 
eliminate jersey flying out the back. The gear 
really has it all.” 

The Elite3 (mid-range) Blue/Red looks pretty 
cool (shown here on the right) while the entry 
level Syncron Air white/navy/acid also looks 
the part. Answer also have performance base 
layer garments with their Evaporator shirts, 
shorts, leggings and moto socks 

Answer go head-to-toe thanks to a relationship 
with Gaerne boots and moving upwards the 
Evolve 3 helmet now features MIPs and three 
different colourways while the standard Evolve 
3 is a cheaper version with the SNX2 is a 
kinder option on the wallet still but has passed 
rigorous safety tests. 

www.answerracing.com 





A 







Soaringgagte 










WWW.ANSWERRACIAIG.COM 







7 



luumm 

> v. 



-' - 





ON BLACK 


■ A CONVERSATION WIT 

■ JORGE LORENZ 



AN INTERVIEW WITH MOTOGP WORLD CHAMPION JORGE LORENZO 
DOESN'T COME AROUND TOO EASILY. THE SPANIARD IS HIGHLY IN- 
DEMAND AND NATURALLY ONLY HAS A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME FOR 
VARIOUS COMMITMENTS BOTH AT AND AWAY FROM THE RACE TRACK. 
THANKS TO MONSTER ENERGY WE SQUEEZED IN A SLOT WITH THE 
TWENTY-NINE YEAR OLD AND WANTED TO TALK MORE THAN JUST YAMAHA 
MIS OR UPCOMING DESMOSEDICIS. HERE IS OUR TAKE ON JORGE AND 
THE RESULTS OF A SURPRISINGLY INTIMATE CHAT WITH THE '99' 

By Adam Wheeler 

Photos by MCH Photography/Milagro ^ ■ , 






doesn’t matter that Jorge Lorenzo rides 
a motorcycle. He could hit, throw or kick 
a ball. Run, jump or swim or aim. The 
fact that his co-ordination, aptitude, tactility 
and that special hint of magic - all the things 
that go into the elixir that we generally refer to 
as talent - has fostered him to the very top of 
his chosen vocation means that he is quite an 
exceptional human being. He is MotoGP world 
champion and a multiple title winner at that. 

He recently turned twenty-nine and has waded 
through a career that has seen the Majorcan 
veer between managers, groups of friends and 
advisers and a tumultuous relationship with 
his father to moments of utter poetry on two 
wheels, adoration, fame and riches in a sport 
where it could all be over in the time it takes to 
lay a black strip of rubber on the asphalt. 

Countryman, MotoGP peer and Yamaha brand- 
mate Pol Espargaro says: “On this grid Jorge 
is the only one who can go ‘like Jorge’ and in 
my opinion his talent is inhuman. His style 
is unique. It is very fine and he takes arching 
lines. He is delicate with the gas.” 

The shining blue Movistar Yamaha hospitality 
in the paddock is almost deserted. Jorge has 
returned from the official MotoGP pre-event 
press conference and is sat waiting for a cof¬ 
fee. We are also poised and hovering for nod 
from the Spaniard and Press Officer Alberto 
Gomez to take a seat. 

It is hard to think of a motorcycle racer quite 
like Lorenzo. Brought into MotoGP as a teenag¬ 
er - he started on his fifteenth birthday no less 
- he has been an emphatic part of the world 
championship cosmetic ever since. I wouldn’t 
even like to hazard a guess at the quantity of 
interviews this thoughtful, quite serious but en¬ 
gaging individual has done. He fixes you with 
an attentive look and through the discourse 
and will only pick at a plate of fruit salad as he 


tries - successfully - to articulate himself in a 
second language (he speaks English well and 
Italian also). Our precursor - in Spanish - that 
we’d like to talk more about the way he lives 
his life rather than the bike is met with a quiet 
“perfecto” and perhaps it is our imagination 
but there could be a small sign of relief that we 
won’t be talking about Ducati and his sensa¬ 
tional transfer to the Italian brand after nine 
years with Yamaha for 2017. 

MotoGP is in an era where Spanish and Ital¬ 
ians are prevalent in terms of results and glory. 
But there is also a colourful patchwork among 
the twenty-two rider grid. There is flamboy¬ 
ance, recklessness, aggression, theatricality, 
impetuosity, audacity, comedy and perfection¬ 
ism. Lorenzo has been described or painted as 
surly, aloof but I do not find any of that reti¬ 
cence in our talk or in any of the other dealings 
I’ve had with him. Instead I’ve encountered a 
pretty good listener, someone with a keen level 
of interaction (in a daily lifestyle where he is 
continually recognised and stopped) almost as 
if he is attuned to anything new that he might 
be able to glean. 

I get the impression that he is a man who 
doesn’t suffer fools or if he has to then it won’t 
be for long. I believe he also knows how good 
he really is after a number of years of people 
telling him repeatedly. He has already pro¬ 
duced peerless performances in 2016 but his 
race-and-title-winning effort at Valencia and 
the final round of 2015 to clinch his fifth world 
championship and third in the premier class 
was nothing short of impeccable. It was mes¬ 
merising in its faultless persistence and under 
the heaviest pressure and largest microscope 
in recent memory as MotoGP seized the at¬ 
tention of sport fans around the continents. 

It might have been Lorenzo’s very finest hour. 
At this stage there a strong chance there are 
more to come... 



A CONVERSATION WITH JORGE LORENZO 



I remember being sent a press release from the 
Derbi race team to translate from Spanish to 
English on the second day of the 2002 Grand 
Prix at Jerez. It was your fifteenth birthday and 
you could officially take part in your first Grand 
Prix. Now you’ve just turned twenty-nine so al¬ 
most half of your life has been in this paddock; 
does it feel like it many things have passed? 
Yeah, yeah, because my professional - as well 
as personal - life has changed a lot. I changed 
teams, categories but also changed friends, 
managers and people around me. So many peo¬ 
ple. Many good things - and bad things - have 
happened in these fourteen years of my career 
in the world championship. I have learned a lot 
and made a big evolution as a rider, a profes¬ 
sional and as an athlete. Many things. 

I recall also seeing a documentary on you when 
you were winning races and the first title in the 
250cc category a few years on from that debut. 
You were working out in the gym, polishing a 
six-pack and were very honest by saying you 
were a bit of a show-off. That guy seems like 
a very different person now. How do you feel 
about that past? 

[smiles] I think I was a little bit shy and I think 
I wanted to cover it and not show it. I wanted to 
show that I was harder and stronger than per¬ 
haps I was. I had an attitude, and used words 
in interviews to show to the people that I was 
strong and I had very clear personal goals. From 
the outside, people who read these interviews 
or saw me on the TV could then think I was 
quite arrogant, no? Dry, no? I think this is the 
view - even though it is much less - of what 
some fans of MotoGP still have. Now I don’t 
have so much to do with ‘this guy’ when I was 
seventeen or eighteen. I changed a lot but I 
never changed this way of acting when I am in 
the pit box and those few minutes before I get 
on the bike. I keep being very serious and very 
focussed. 
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I cannot make jokes in front of the camera like 
other riders do. And I don’t want to. I don’t 
want to change my way to work or to ‘be’ to im¬ 
press the fans. I want to be like I am; if you like 
it then good if not... It is my life and I will live 
it like I want; not like you or the other people 
want me to act. 

Was there ever a time when you needed an es¬ 
cape from that focus? When you thought ‘f**k, 
I need a break...’? If you look at supercross or 
motocross it seems that those guys can only 
really switch off when they’re injured... 

Yeah. If you have talent - like I think I have 
- then you can do it two ways. You can be 
pleased to finish third, fourth, fifth, sixth and 
stay on many years, earn your money and go 
home. Or profit from your talent to the maxi¬ 
mum and work very hard all day, eight hours a 
day in the gym or on a bike and trying to think 
‘how can I be better?’. That is the way I chose 
a long time ago; to sacrifice a big part of my 
life to get the best result and performance I can 
achieve. I could have chosen the other way and 
win a few races and go for the top three and 
stay ten years more here...but it is not my way 
to live or to be. 

But do goals change? One year you want a 
title, another to make as much money to buy 
the dream house, another to beat a certain 
rider. I remember Jean-Michel Bayle saying 
that aside from all the titles he just wanted 
someone to tell him that on one particular day 
he was riding so nice, so perfectly. I wondered 
if you were the same? Especially the way you 
ride a motorcycle... 

Everybody has different motivation and you 
can find it in different ways. Some will be about 
the money, another who wants to impress and 
some who just want to be better and better 
every day. When I feel pressure - and when I 
am nervous - I just want to improve every lap 
and like this I can take away the pressure. This 
is one of my secrets: to make each lap better. 

If you start to think about what could happen 
in the race - especially the negative thoughts - 
then you start to feel stressed. Over the years 
I have thought only about the next lap and to 
improve the riding from the previous lap. 



What is the ‘the ultimate’ for you Jorge? 

You’ve ridden perfect races, won so much, 
earned money, done charity work and helped 
kids: what’s the best thing you can take from 
life? 

Life can be very simple but also very compli¬ 
cated. There are many things that are so im¬ 
portant: the friends, the family, the economical 
situation - where you have to be careful be¬ 
cause someone else can play with your money 
and make wrong decisions - and you have to 
try to find that compromise between working 
very hard but also enjoying it. You will never be 
twenty-five or twenty-eight again! Sometimes 
I think ‘why do I continue this life and keep sac¬ 
rificing? But another part of me says if I stop 
then I am wasting something; the talent I have 
and it can bring me many positive things in life. 
It is hard to stop. 

How far do you go? 

How far? I don’t know. Five or six years ago I 
thought I will stay two or three more years and 
that’s it. Two or three years passed and I was 
still enjoying everything, taking good results 
and crashing less. Finally you start to think two 
years at a time. 






RENZO 


CONVERSATION WITH J 






Just watching your social media channels it 
seems that you don’t have too much time on 
your hands. In between races you have a lot 
going on... 

For sure I have the opportunity to enjoy life 
and some of the best of it but my ambition and 
my perfectionism does not allow me to enjoy 
it fully because I want to get the best of myself 
and the best results and to use my career fully. 
It means there is not much time but, well, for 
example at the beginning of my career I did 
not party after a win. Now I’ll have something 
going on in the motorhome and will have a few 
beers, some music and dancing with my team. 
Apart from those moments...my life is like a 
Buddist! It is not like you imagine a 70s racer 
like Barry Sheene or James Hunt to be. If you 
live that way then you cannot be at the top. It 
is a different era. It is not impossible to enjoy 
things like in the past if you want to win and be 
there for the world championship. 

When you go home and close the door and 
you are alone or with the girlfriend is it possi¬ 
ble to leave ‘Jorge Lorenzo No.99’ outside? 

Yeah. It is important to find that compromise. I 
am good at switching off mentally. When I am 
in the gym I am fully concentrated. When I am 
at home with the PlayStation or going to the 
cinema with friends or with my girlfriend then I 
am totally for them; it is important to make the 
separation. 

But that must also be tricky because you are 
an internationally renowned athlete... 

One of the bad things about being famous 
or being important in a sport is that you are 
always surrounded. Sometimes by people that 
make you do things that you don’t really want 
to. It is not so positive...but it is something the 
big stars of sport have to deal with. Then when 
we stop there are some things that we don’t 
know how to do! We always have someone to 
do something! It is not the best but it is the 
way you live when you have some money or 
power. 


Did it take some years to know this? You must 
have had so many people saying you were the 
best and wanting to do things for you from 
such a young age. Did it take time to find - 
and realise - some control...? 

Well these kinds of thing you know when you 
make mistakes and when you get experience. 
You see that some parts of your life have to be 
controlled with more precision. Some other 
parts do not matter so much and you can let 
people work for you. It is not simple. 

So now twenty-nine...you’re not old by any 
stretch of the imagination but I suppose Mo- 
toGP must be hard physically. Those crashes 
must cause some aches that make some 
mornings pretty tough... 

Before when you were fifteen-twenty then after 
a hard race on Monday you still felt like a new 
baby! Now it is harder. When you party now 
you need two days to recover! It can be like a 
marathon after a hard race and the worse part 
is that it gets worse every year! I’m twenty-nine 
not close to forty when it will be worse again. 

It is important to keep the diet, train hard and 
keep positive thinking and enjoy what you are 
doing. We can see with [Valentino] Rossi that 
with The Ranch and the young people around 
him he seems younger and it gives him the 
energy to keep going in MotoGP. It is important 
to have the dream and the motivation to keep 
going. 

Lastly what is the next big challenge? Some 
small Lorenzos perhaps? 

[smiles] It is a big thing in life to become a 
father and create a family and it’s important 
to me that you don’t fail. That you don’t make 
this child or this human with the wrong per¬ 
son. You have to be very sure and there are 
some people that don’t put the same impor¬ 
tance on this fact, they just make children and 
everything goes bad. It is important to be with 
the right person. I am not in a hurry but I think 
it is normal to want a family and it’s important 
for me also. 





















ALL ON THE 8...? 


By David Emmett 

S achsenring marks the midpoint of the 2016 
season, the ninth of eighteen races this year. 
Heading to Germany, Marc Marquez leads the Mo- 
toGP championship with an advantage of 24 points 
over his nearest rival, Jorge Lorenzo, while Valen¬ 
tino Rossi is 42 points behind the Repsol Honda 
rider. With ten races to go, and 250 points still to 
race for, the championship still looks fairly open. 

On paper, there is everything still left to play for. 

In practice, the championship never seems to 
play out that way, however. A glance through the 
record books shows that the leader after eight 
races invariably goes on to win. Going back over 
previous years, I got all the way to 1998, and still 
found only one season in which the rider heading 
the title chase after race eight does not go on to 
become champion. The one exception? Valentino 
Rossi led Jorge Lorenzo by ten points after Assen 
last season, and ended up losing to Lorenzo by 
just five points. But the 2015 term was unusual in 
any number of ways, most especially the last two 
races. Whatever your view of the causes, and who 
is to blame (and by now, your view is probably as 
immutable as the laws of physics), the events at 
Sepang changed the course of that contest. Rossi 
went into the penultimate race of 2015 leading by 
11 points, and still with a shot at the title. 

The list of championship leads is instructive, and 
surprisingly representative of the outcome of 
that particular season. In 2014, Marc Marquez’ 
lead over Dani Pedrosa and Valentino Rossi was 
72 points, and 2014 was a Marquez whitewash. 

The same is true of Rossi in 2005 and 2002. The 
Italian led Marco Melandri by 79 points in 2005, 
and Tohru Ukawa by 87 points in 2002, with Rossi 
dominating both seasons. In years where the title 
race was much closer, so was the points difference 
after race eight. In 2013, Marquez had a tiny lead 
of just 2 points over teammate Pedrosa, and led 
Lorenzo by 11 points. The title went down to the fi¬ 
nal race of the season that year. In 2009, Rossi led 


Lorenzo by just 9 points after eight races, and had 
to fight his teammate hard to clinch his seventh 
premier class title. 

Then there are the surprises, the seasons that 
turn out to be very different from our memories 
of them. The abiding memory of 2008 for most 
fans was of Valentino Rossi turning the season 
around with a legendary victory over Casey Stoner 
at Laguna Seca. Yet three races earlier, Rossi led 
Casey Stoner by 45 points, with Dani Pedrosa trail¬ 
ing Rossi by 11. Rossi did put an end to a Stoner 
charge at Laguna Seca, but he still led the Austral¬ 
ian by 20 points going into that race. 

What will 2016 turn out to be? History says that 
the leader after eight races goes on to be crowned 
champion, and so far this year, Marc Marquez has 
barely put a foot wrong. He has won races when he 
could, but more importantly, learned to settle for 
second or third when he couldn’t. That was the bit¬ 
ter lesson of 2015, when Marquez tried to override 
an improbably bad Honda RC213V. By the eighth 
fixture of 2015, Marquez had already racked up 
three DNFs, all of which were his own fault, and he 
was 74 points down on Valentino Rossi. This year, 
that has happened only once, Marquez sliding out 
of the Le Mans race, but then remounting to come 
home in thirteenth and score valuable points. 

Yet 2016 does not look like being a normal year. 

The spec electronics and more particularly, the 
switch to Michelin tyres have had a massive ef¬ 
fect. Valentino Rossi is known as a rider who does 
not crash very often, yet he has already slid out of 
two races after asking too much of the front tyre. 
Jorge Lorenzo did something similar in Argentina, 
washing the front pushing to catch up to the lead¬ 
ers. Both Yamaha men have suffered misfortune 
through none of their own fault, Rossi having an 
engine blow up on him at Mugello, and Lorenzo be¬ 
ing taken out by Andrea lannone at Barcelona. 



So 2016 looks destined to be a year in which weird 
things tend to happen. Marquez may not have 
crashed out so far this season, but if the Yamahas 
go on a run in the second half of the year, he may 
feel pressured into taking more risk than he has 
done so far. There are some real danger spots too, 
most notably the tracks where Bridgestone have 
previously brought an asymmetric front tyre. The 
Sachsenring and Phillip Island are the most obvi¬ 
ous of those, with Turn 11 in Germany, and Honda 
and MG corners in Australia the most treacherous 
of the lot. In both cases, the danger is the same: 
bikes spending a lot of time on one side of the 
tyre, before having to be flicked over in the oppo¬ 
site direction on a front compound which is a little 
too hard and has a little too much time to cool off. 
Add in the still slightly vague feedback from the 
Michelin fronts, and you have a trap waiting to be 
sprung. 

“History says that the 
leader after eight races 
goes on to be crowned 
champion...’ 

There are other factors in play here too. Jorge 
Lorenzo’s departure to Ducati has left him a lit¬ 
tle isolated in the factory Yamaha team, the vibe 
around him less focused than before. Valentino 
Rossi is riding better than ever, but bad luck and an 
overriding ambition has seen him make uncharac¬ 
teristic mistakes. Marquez is riding very maturely, 
but a lack of progress at the recent Barcelona test 
has left him a little frustrated, and Honda is still 
unable to fix their problems with the RC213V’s 
engine. The factory Suzukis and factory Ducatis are 
becoming more of a spoiler, with Maverick Vinales 
and Andrea lannone threatening to start taking 
podium places and possibly even wins from the 


top three. And if Michelin bring a rear tyre with a 
bit more grip, then Dani Pedrosa could come back 
into contention again. 

On paper, based on looking back at history, Marc 
Marquez should be able to pencil his name on the 
MotoGP trophy for 2016. Of course, races aren’t 
run on paper, but on asphalt race tracks. And out 
there, anything can happen. 

Round eight leads: 

2015 - Valentino Rossi over Jorge Lorenzo by 10 
points 

2014 - Marc Marquez over Valentino Rossi and 

Dani Pedrosa by 72 points 

2013 - Marc Marquez over Dani Pedrosa by 2 

points, Jorge Lorenzo by 11 points 

2012 - Jorge Lorenzo over Dani Pedrosa by 14 

points 

2011 - Casey Stoner over Jorge Lorenzo by 11 
points 

2010 - Jorge Lorenzo over Dani Pedrosa by 47 
points 

2009 - Valentino Rossi over Jorge Lorenzo by 9 
points 

2008 - Valentino Rossi over Dani Pedrosa by 11 

points, Casey Stoner by 45 points 

2007 - Casey Stoner over Valentino Rossi by 26 

points 

2006 - Nicky Hayden over Dani Pedrosa by 42 

points, Valentino Rossi by 46 points 

2005 - Valentino Rossi over Marco Melandri by 79 

points 

2004 - Valentino Rossi over Max Biaggi by 1 point 
2003 - Valentino Rossi over Sete Gibernau by 34 

points 

2002 - Valentino Rossi over Tohru Ukawa by 87 
points 

2001 - Valentino Rossi over Max Biaggi by 26 
points 

2000 - Kenny Roberts Jr over Carlos Checa by 14 
points 



M0T03...? 
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ALPINESTARS 



Not to be left behind by the likes of Fox, Shift 
and Answer, Alpinestars are also forging ahead 
with some technical reinventions with their 
off-road riding gear and a first taste of the 
2017 collection comes with the Limited Edi¬ 
tion ‘Venom’ line. When it comes to the de¬ 
tails of the specs then A-stars claim that the 
pants use ‘unique Adaptive Stretch Technol¬ 
ogy constructed from 4-way stretch panels on 
the thighs, frontal stretch fabric in the crotch, 
stretch accordion above the patellas, a mesh 
stretch panel below the yoke on the rear, and a 
large rear stretch panel above the thigh all the 
way down to the ankle. The patented ‘Babel’ 
back yoke panel, the 3D ‘Babel’ knee construc¬ 
tion, and lightweight mesh perforated panels 
offer ultimate mobility and comfort with 30% 
weight savings from its predecessor, keeping 
the rider cool and content under pressure.’ 

The 30% weight saving is undoubtedly a sell¬ 
ing point but there is little doubt that riders 
now have plenty of choice when to garments 
that perform, protect, last and also involve the 
right shape and room for knee braces and so 
on. There is not too much that can be done 
with riding shirts beyond the usual high stand¬ 
ards that products in 2016 already boast; in 
other words they weigh little, wick moisture, 
wash pretty well. The Venom is the latest in the 
Techstar offering and naturally has the design 
to fit the rest of the gear. The Aviator gloves 
have ‘stretch fabric, single-piece Clarino palm, 
and stretch insert adductor with critical de¬ 
tails such as pre- curved fingers to provide the 
highest level of comfort, fit and performance 
for all riders.’ 

The Tech 10 boots also get the Venom treat¬ 
ment and all of the Limited Edition line is 
apparently available through any Alpinestars 
dealer or stockist. 


www.alpinestars.com 



YAMAHA STAKED THEIR CLAIM TO 'NAKED BIKE' EXCELLENCE WITH 
THE MT SERIES AND A SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE OF RE-IMAGING A 
LINE OF BIKES WITH 'DARK SIDE' DNA. ROLAND TAKES THE MT- 
10 - AN UNSHEATHED R1 IF YOU WILL - FOR A CURIOUS BLAT IN 
WHAT IS THE COMPANY'S LATEST ADDITION TO THE STABLE AND 
ARGUABLY THEIR MOST POTENT BID FOR 'NAKED' DOMINANCE IN 
WHAT IS A CROWDED AND RICH SEGMENT 


STILL IN 

THE DARK 




. 


By Roland Brown, 

Photos by Alessio Barbanti, 

Jonathan Godin and Francesc Montero 




YAMAHA MT-10 
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YAMAHA MT-10 




Y amaha’s MT family of naked roadsters 
has transformed the firm’s fortunes over 
the last three years. Since the MT-09 
triple began the revival in 2013, it has been fol¬ 
lowed by the MT-07 and MT-03 parallel twins 
and single-cylinder MT-125, plus several spin¬ 
off models, all linked by a slightly edgy “Dark 
Side of Japan” image and an appeal based on 
lively performance, light weight and some very 
keen prices. 

Now comes the next step with the MT-10, a 
998cc four-cylinder bruiser that takes over as 
undisputed boss of the family. You’ve only got 
to take one glance at the Ten, with its layered 
body panels and minimalist LED headlights, 
to know that the Dark Side DNA is very much 
in place. And you only have to climb aboard 
and tweak the throttle to confirm that putting 
a mildly detuned YZF-R1 engine in a light and 
compact chassis has resulted in a fast and 
exciting super-naked challenger. 

The Rl’s 197bhp, crossplane-crankshaft engine 
is softened with a new camshafts, reshaped 
combustion chambers, lower compression 
ratio and smaller intake valves. The crankshaft 
is heavier; conrods are steel rather than tita¬ 
nium. Fuel-injection and exhaust mods also 
contribute to a powerplant that puts more em¬ 
phasis on midrange output but still kicks out 
a healthy maximum of 158bhp, matching the 
BMW S1000R that revitalised the super-naked 
division on its launch two years ago. 


The MT’s raised, one-piece handlebar gives 
a fairly upright riding position typical of the 
class. Ahead is a dashboard that follows the 
R1 unit’s LED design (with large digital speedo 
figure, and tacho bar running above) but is 
simpler, reflecting the MT’s cut-down menu of 
three engine modes and three traction control 
settings, quickly selectable on the move via 
buttons on right and left bars respectively. 


Fuelling is generally very good. In Standard 
the MT is crisp but not remotely snatchy; I 
enjoyed the more aggressive A mode, though 
the sharper still B is probably best left for the 
track. Regardless of mode the Yamaha pulls 
cleanly from low revs, and by 6000rpm is rip¬ 
ping forward with enough enthusiasm to get 
the bars feeling light. It then pulls smoothly 
and hard as it gets into the meatier bit of a 
torque curve that peaks at 9000rpm. 


Inevitably the MT can’t match the Rl’s awe¬ 
some high-speed ability but it’s more than fast 
enough for the street. 




"...A SUPERBLY QUICK , SWEET-HANDLING 
f MACHINE THAT IS ALSO REASONABLY VERSATILE 

BY NAKED BIKE STANDARDS , ALTHOUGH THE 
ENGINE'S THIRST LIMITS RANGE..." 


TEST 











TEST 


Even on short straights it near-instantly tears 
to over lOOmph, and would effortlessly sit 
at that speed or more for as long as its rider 
could stand the strain. The low, angled plastic 
nose section is more an instrument ‘surround’ 
than a proper flyscreen but usefully deflects 
some wind, without creating too much noisy 
turbulence. 


That suspension is impressive; a significant 
upgrade on the relatively low-budget compo¬ 
nents that are arguably the MT-09 triple’s least 
impressive feature. The Ten’s brake set-up is 
excellent, too: four-pot radial front calipers 
gripping the 320mm discs with massive feel 
and plenty of power, albeit requiring slightly 
more lever pressure than the fiercest systems. 


If the Yamaha’s engine performance is sporty 
and very well controlled, the same can be said 
of its chassis. The aluminium Deltabox main 
frame, borrowed from the Rl, is combined with 
a steel, rather than aluminium, rear subframe, 
to allow the extra weight of panniers. The ally 
swing-arm is also almost identical to the Rl 
component, and even steering geometry is 
unchanged. 



The MT’s wheels are aluminium instead of 
magnesium but the naked bike also borrows 
the Rl’s suspension parts. Its Kayaba forks 
and shock are multi-adjustable and have 
slightly softer spring and damping rates. It’s 
high-quality stuff for a naked bike, and a vital 
part of why the MT-10 works so well. On twisty 
roads the Yamaha feels light, well-balanced 
and effortlessly manoeuvrable, yet not re¬ 
motely twitchy. It even stays stable under hard, 
cranked-over acceleration, with the help of the 
non-adjustable steering damper below the bot¬ 
tom yoke. 


It adds up to a superbly quick, sweet-handling 
machine that is also reasonably versatile by 
naked bike standards, although the engine’s 
thirst (I averaged 35mpg) limits range to about 
120 miles. I found the rider’s part of the seat 
comfortable but the pillion section is thin and 
there’s nothing solid to hold. Some limita¬ 
tions can be addressed via accessories, which 
include a screen, quick-shifter (up-changes 
only), heated grips and panniers. One thing 
buyers won’t need to add is cruise control, 
which comes as standard. 

The MT-10 is also priced very competitively 
(£9999 in the UK), costing barely more than 
Kawasaki’s Z1000 and Suzuki’s GSX-S1000, its 
less powerful and well-sorted Japanese rivals. 

It doesn’t undercut the opposition in MT-09 
and MT-07 fashion, but that’s largely because 
fewer compromises have been made with its 
design and specification. Perfect Ten, then? 

Not quite, but Yamaha’s stripped-down su¬ 
perbike certainly lives up to expectations and 
looks like giving the MT family yet another hit. 
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